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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . K| This communication is responsive to amendment filed May 20, 2008 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 2,11,12,54,57-68,70,71,74-81 and 83-87 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with David Schaefferon August 29, 2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Cancel claims 56 and 73. 

54. (Currently amended) An electronic settlement system for effecting an 
authentication through a communication network, comprising: 

a first terminal for purchasing an item by a user thereof, which is at least 
one of a cellular phone and a PDA, the first terminal including an input unit for inputting 
authentication information of the user and connecting to the communication network; 

a second terminal for charging the user of the first terminal a purchase 
amount, the second terminal being connected to the communication network; 

a database for storing authentication information of the user and a plurality 
of authentication methods; and 
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a mediating server which performs the settlement of the authentication by 
mediating a communication between the first terminal and the second terminal one-to- 
one when receiving an ID information from one of the first terminal and the second 
terminal so as to determine that the first terminal and the second terminal are 
participating in a same purchase, the mediating server setting at least one of the 
authentication methods selected by either one of the users of the first terminal and the 
second terminal, the selected authentication method being processed between the first 
terminal and the second terminal that have been determined to be participating in the 
same purchase, wherein one of the mediating server and the second terminal 
authenticates the user by using the authentication information stored in the database, 

wherein when receiving a request signal from one of the first terminal and 
the second terminal, the mediating server sets up and transmits the ID information to 
the one of the first terminal and the second terminal which sent the request signal to the 
mediating server, and when receiving the same ID information from the other one of the 
second terminal and the first terminal, the mediating server mediates the 
communication with the first terminal and the second terminal, the settlement of the 
purchase is executed by an instruction from said first terminal during mediating the 
communication with the first terminal and the second terminal,-aft4 

wherein the request signal includes a unique ID of at least one of the first 
terminal and the second terminal , and 

wherein said database includes, 
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a first terminal database for storing the authentication information of 
the user and the authentication methods demanded by the user of said first 
terminal, and 

a second terminal database for storing an authentication method 
demanded by the user of the second terminal, wherein the mediating server sets 
an agreeable authentication method in accordance with the authentication 
method stored in the first terminal database and the authentication method 
stored in the second terminal database . 

57. (Currently amended) An electronic settlement system according to 
claim 5§ 54, wherein the mediating server stores respective agreeable authentication 
methods in relation to a combination of the authentication method demanded by the 
user and the authentication method demanded by the user of the second terminal, and 
the mediating server sets the agreeable authentication method by verifying the 
authentication methods stored in the first terminal database and the second terminal 
database. 

71 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for effecting an authentication 
through a communication network with a first terminal including an input unit for 
inputting authentication information of a user, which is at least one of a cellular phone 
and a PDA, and a second terminal, for charging the user a purchase amount, the 
apparatus comprising: 
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a first communication unit connected to the second terminal via a first 
communication network; 

a second communication unit connected to the first terminal via a second 
communication network; 

a database for storing the authentication information of the user and a 
plurality of authentication methods; and 

a processing unit for performing the settlement of the authentication by 
mediating a communication between the first terminal and the second terminal one-to- 
one when one of the first communication unit and the second communication unit 
receives an ID information from one of the second terminal and the first terminal so as 
to determine that the second terminal and the first terminal are participating in a same 
purchase, wherein the processing unit processes at least one of the authentication of 
the user or mediates the authentication of the user selected by either one of the users of 
the first terminal and the second terminal, the selected authentication method being 
processed by the first terminal and the second terminal, by using the authentication 
information stored in the database, 

wherein, when one of the first communication unit and the second 
communication unit receives a request signal from one of the second terminal and the 
first terminal, the processing unit sets up the ID information and one of the first and 
second communication units transmits the ID information to the one of the second 
terminal and the first terminal which sent the request signal, and when one of the first 
and second communication units receives the same ID information from the other one 
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of the first terminal and the second terminal, the processing unit mediates the 
communication between the first terminal and the second terminal, the settlement of the 
purchase is executed by an instruction from said first terminal during mediating the 
communication with the first terminal and the second terminal, aM 

wherein the request signal includes a unique ID of at least one of the first 
terminal and the second terminal , and 

wherein said database includes, 

a first terminal database for storing the authentication information of 
the user and the authentication methods demanded by the user of said first 
terminal, and 

a second terminal database for storing an authentication method 
demanded by the user of the second terminal, wherein the processing unit sets 
up an agreeable authentication method in accordance with the authentication 
methods stored in the first terminal database and the second terminal database . 

74. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 73 71, wherein 
each of the second terminal database and the first terminal database stores at least one 
of: a visual authentication method, a password authentication method a voice 
authentication method, an iris image authentication method, a retina image 
authentication method, and a fingerprint authentication method. 

77. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 7-3 71 , wherein 
the second terminal database stores different authentication methods in accordance 
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with a purchase amount limit predetermined by the second terminal, the first 
communication unit receives the purchase amount from the second terminal, and the 
processing unit retrieves one of the authentication methods from the second terminal 
database, based on the purchase amount received by the first communication unit. 

78. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to claim 73 71, wherein 
the processing unit sets the authentication method demanded by the first terminal as 
the agreeable authentication method if the second terminal does not set the 
authentication method, and the processing unit sets the authentication method 
demanded by the second terminal as the agreeable authentication method if the first 
terminal does not set the authentication method. 

84. (Currently amended) A recording medium which stores a program for 
a computer, communicating with a second terminal performing billing of an 
authentication and with a first terminal, which is at least one of a cellular phone and a 
PDA, performing paying of the authentication, and performs a settlement of the 
authentication, the program comprising: 

a first communication module which prompts to communicate to the 
second terminal via a first communication network; 

a second communication module connected to the first terminal via a 
second communication network; 

a storage module for storing authentication information of a user and a 
plurality of authentication methods; and 
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a processing module which performs the settlement of the authentication 
by mediating a communication between the first terminal and the second terminal one- 
to-one when one of the first communication unit and the second communication unit 
receives an ID information from one of the second terminal and the first terminal so as 
to determine that the second terminal and the first terminal are participating in a same 
purchase, wherein the processing module processes an authentication of the user or 
mediates the authentication of the user processed by the first terminal and the second 
terminal, by using the authentication information stored in the storage module in a 
manner selected by either one of the users of the first terminal and the second terminal, 

wherein, when one of the first communication module and the second 
communication module receives a request signal from one of the second terminal and 
the first terminal, the processing module sets up the ID information and one of the first 
and second communication modules transmits the ID information to the one of the 
second terminal and the first terminal which sent the request signal, and when one of 
the first and second communication modules receives the same ID information from the 
other one of the first terminal and the second terminal, the processing module mediates 
the communication between the first terminal and the second terminal, the settlement of 
the purchase is executed by an instruction from said first terminal during mediating the 
communication with the first terminal and the second terminal, aft4 

wherein the request signal includes a unique ID of at least one of the first 
communication module and the second communication module, and 

wherein said storage module includes, 
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a first terminal database for storing the authentication information of 
the user and the authentication methods demanded by the user of said first 
terminal, and 

a second terminal database for storing an authentication method 
demanded by the user of the second terminal, wherein the processing module 
sets an agreeable authentication method in accordance with the authentication 
method stored in the first terminal database and the authentication method 
stored in the second terminal database . 

86. (Currently amended) A method of effecting an authentication through a 
communication network, comprising: 

inputting authentication information of a user purchasing an item through a 
first terminal, which is at least one of a cellular phone and a PDA, to the communication 
network; 

charging the user of the first terminal a purchase amount through a 
second terminal over the communication network; 

storing authentication information of the user and a plurality of 
authentication methods in a database; and 

performing settlement of the authentication by mediating a communication 
between the first terminal and the second terminal one-to-one when receiving an ID 
information from one of the first terminal and the second terminal so as to determine 
that the first terminal and the second terminal are participating in a same purchase, the 
mediating using at least one of the authentication methods that has been selected by 
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either one of the users of the first terminal and the second terminal, the selected 
authentication method being processed between the first terminal and the second 
terminal that have been determined to be participating in the same purchase, wherein 
one of the mediating and the charging authenticates the user by using the 
authentication information stored in the database, 

wherein, when receiving a request signal from one of the first terminal and 
the second terminal, the mediating involves set up and transmission of the ID 
information to the one of the first terminal and the second terminal which sent the 
request signal, and when receiving the same ID information from the other one of the 
second terminal and the first terminal, the mediating involves communication with the 
first terminal and the second terminal, the settlement of the purchase is executed by an 
instruction from said first terminal during mediating the communication with the first 
terminal and the second terminal, aM 

wherein the request signal includes a unique ID of at least one of the first 
terminal and the second terminal , and 

wherein said database includes, 

a first terminal database for storing the authentication information of 
the user and the authentication methods demanded by the user of said first 
terminal, and 

a second terminal database for storing an authentication method 
demanded by the user of the second terminal, wherein the performing step sets 
an agreeable authentication method in accordance with the authentication 
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method stored in the first terminal database and the authentication method 
stored in the second terminal database . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 2, 11-13, 54, 57-68, 70, 71, 74-81, and 83-87 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Kesack whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5882. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Respectfully Submitted, 

Daniel Kesack 
Art Unit 3691 
ID. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3691 
/Alexander Kalinowski/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



